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GOP tax 
plan gets 


big House 
victory 


Republicans whip 
near-$1.5 trillion 
rewrite through 


By Alan Fram and Marcy Gordon 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republi- 
cans rammed a $1.5 trillion 
overhaul of business and per- 
sonal income taxes through the 
House on Thursday, edging 
toward the codes biggest 
rewrite in three decades and 
the first major legislative tri- 
umph for President Donald 
Trump and the GOP after 10 
bumpy months of controlling 
government. 

The mostly party-line 227-205 
vote masked more ominous 
problems in the Senate. There, 
a similar package received a 
politically awkward verdict 
from nonpartisan congressio- 
nal analysts showing it would 
eventually produce higher tax- 
es for low- and middle-income 
earners but deep reductions for 
those better off. 

Those projections came a day 
after Wisconsin Sen. Ron John- 
son became the first GOP sena- 
tor to state opposition to the 
measure, saying it didn’t cut 
levies enough for millions of 
partnerships and corporations. 
With at least five other Republi- 
can senators yet to declare sup- 
port, the bill’s fate is far from 
certain in a chamber the GOP 
controls by just 52-48. 

Even so, Republicans are hop- 
ing to send a compromise bill 
for Trump to sign by Christmas. 

“Now is the time to deliver,” 
the White House said in a writ- 
ten statement that underscored 
the party’s effort to maintain 
momentum and outrace critics. 
Those include the AARP lobby 
for older people, major medical 
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$50M gift 
kicks off 
St. Thomas 


scholarship 
campaign 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


A $50 million donation for 
promising business majors is 
the lead gift in a University of 
St. Thomas fundraising cam- 
paign that aims to raise $200 
million for student scholar- 
ships. 

President Julie Sullivan said 
the gift from the estate of com- 
mercial real estate developer 
Gerald Rauenhorst fits her 
top fundraising priority of 
pushing down the cost of 
attendance. 

Over the next eight years, St. 
Thomas hopes to double its 
$150 million scholarships 
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Bridgewater tackles 
past, present 


Vikings QB shares views on 
his rehab and current role 
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Bayport 
5-year-old 
Prewitt 
Anderson 
gets ready for 
her Orpheum 
close-up 
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Franken ‘disgusted’ 
at his own behavior 


“We did the line leading up to the kiss 


and then he came at me, put his 


hand on the back of my head, mashed 
his lips against mine and aggressively 


stuck his tongue in my mouth.” 
— Leeann Tweeden, radio host 


Senator accused of kissing, 
groping radio host in 2006 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota Sen. Al Franken on 
Thursday was accused of grop- 
ing and kissing a woman with- 
out her consent in 2006, two 
years before he was elected to 
the Senate. 

The revelation, quickly fol- 
lowed by a Franken apology, led 
to widespread condemnation, 
including calls from some fellow 
Democrats to for Franken 
resign, and the likelihood of a 
Senate ethics probe. 

The woman, model and radio 
host Leeann Tweeden, supplied 
a picture: Franken is grinning at 
the camera, his hands grasping 
at her clothed breasts while she 
sleeps aboard a cargo plane fol- 
lowing a USO tour entertaining 
American soldiers overseas. 

Thursday evening, President 
Donald Trump criticized Fran- 
ken in a pair of tweets. 

“The Al Frankenstien picture 
is really bad, speaks a thousand 
words. Where do his hands go in 
pictures 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 while she 


“| don’t know what was in my head 
when | took that picture, and it doesn't 
matter. There's no excuse. | look at it 
now and | feel disqusted with myself.” 
— Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn. 


Related stories, Page 5A: 


e Alabama candidate Moore 
digs in against accusations 


e Charges unlikely against 
former Pres. George H.W. Bush 


sleeps? ... ” Trump, tweeted, 
himself no stranger to allega- 
tions of inappropriate sexual 
behavior. “ ... And to think that 
just last week he was lecturing 
anyone who would listen about 
sexual harassment and respect 
for women. Lesley Stahl tape?” 

The mention of CBS corre- 
spondent Lesley Stahl appears 
to refer to a prior Franken con- 
troversy over his contemplating 
a rape joke in 1995. 

Franken didn’t deny the photo- 
graph’s authenticity — or its 
offensiveness — issuing a 
lengthy apology and self-reck- 
oning, saying, “I feel disgusted 
with myself.” 

As for the alleged forced kiss, 
which Tweeden said happened 
during a skit rehearsal while 


Colleaques, candidates call 
for investigation, resignation 


the two were alone, Franken 
said his recollection differed 
from Tweeden’s, but he didn’t 
take the accusation head on. “I 
understand why we need to lis- 
ten to and believe women’s 
experiences,” he said. 

Tweeden, who said she spoke 
out because “it’s time I tell my 
story,” accepted the apology. 
“Yes, people make mistakes and, 
of course, he knew he made a 
mistake,” she said at a news 
conference in Los Angeles, 
where she works as a radio 
news anchor for KABC. 

The reaction from Franken’s 
colleagues was swift and strong. 
Franken now appears destined 
for a Senate Ethics Committee 
investigation — called for by 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., Senate Minor- 
ity Leader Charles Schumer, 
D-N.Y. — and by Franken him- 
self. 

A number of fellow Demo- 
crats, including U.S. Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, U.S. Rep Betty 


FRANKEN ACCUSED, 9A 


dailydea 


50% OFF 


Getaways to 
The todgi at t crooked Lak 


Radio En Leagan Tweeden posted this 2006 photo Thursday of now-Sen. Al Franken, and 
described non-consensual kissing and groping by Franken, then a comedian, during a USO show. 
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Court 


upholds 
Dayton 


veto 


Governor, 
Legislature feuded 
over funding cutoff 


By Kyle Potter and 
Steve Karnowski 
Associated Press 


The Minnesota Supreme 
Court on Thursday upheld Gov. 
Mark Dayton’s line-item veto of 
the Legislature’s operating bud- 
get, declining to referee a politi- 
cal dispute between two co- 
equal branches of government 
that it said could resolve the 
issue themselves. 

The 5-1 decision handed the 
Democratic governor a major 
legal victory as he seeks to roll 
back Republican-backed tax 
breaks and other measures he 
opposed but signed into law 
anyway this spring as part of a 
new state budget. And it left the 
Legislature on uncertain finan- 
cial footing. Dayton welcomed 
the ruling while GOP lawmak- 
ers expressed dismay. 

The ruling overturned a lower 
court decision that deemed Day- 
ton’s action unconstitutional. 
But the high court said the state 
constitution does not allow the 
courts to order funding for the 
Legislature without an appro- 
priation. And it said the Legisla- 
ture has the authority to tap 
enough money to continue oper- 
ating — at least $26 million and 
up to $40 million — until it 
reconvenes Feb. 20. So it reject- 
ed the argument that Dayton 
violated the constitution by 
effectively abolishing the Legis- 
lature. 

“We conclude in these unprec- 
edented circumstances that 
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Give to the 
Max Day 


reaches 
a record 


By Ryan Faircloth 


rfaircloth@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota’s ninth annual 
Give to the Max Day looked to 
be a success story late Thurs- 
day night as the daylong fund- 
raiser netted tens of millions 
for local organizations of all 
kinds — and with apparently 
few of the technical glitches 
that bedeviled the event last 
year. 

As of 11:30 p.m. Thursday, 
$20.5 million had been raised 
for Minnesota schools and 
nonprofits, exceeding last 
year’s $20.1 million record 
total. Giving for the statewide 
fundraiser started Nov. 1. 

“What we know is that every 
dollar raised means another 
organization is closer to pur- 
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